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ADVICE TO COLLEGE STUDENTS INTENDING TO ENTER THE 

MINISTRY 

These are days when many young men in all our colleges are 
seriously considering what is to be their life occupation. Not a few 
of these entered college with the expectation of becoming Christian 
ministers. To these men we wish to address a few words of friendly 
advice. 

1. Do not give up the ministry because you have been told that 
great changes are taking place in theology, and that everything is 
uncertain. Changes are taking place in theology, but everything is 
not uncertain, nor is there any promise of a time when everything 
will be uncertain in the sphere of religion. Man is ineradicably 
religious. Religion is not dying out. Christianity is not going to 
perish from the earth. It is winning greater victories than ever before. 
With that perpetually renewed youth that has always characterized it, 
it is casting aside some of its old and outworn garments, and going 
forth to new and greater conquests. If you love truth, and want to 
help men by finding and proclaiming truth, there is a career for you 
in the Christian ministry; and the outlook was never brighter, and 
the opportunities were never more attractive, than at this hour. 

2. Do not give up the ministry because you have been told that 
the churches are so conservative and hidebound that a man who thinks 
for himself will find no congregation to preach to, and will, after 
a brief and inglorious career in the ministry, have to seek some other 
occupation. Men who tell you this are basing their statement upon 
very limited observation, or taking counsel of their groundless fears. 
There are churches that demand men who are "sound in the faith," 
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meaning by that men who hold the views that have been generally 
held in their denomination. And if you are or should prove 
to be a man of this type, honestly believing what your fathers 
believed, there is likely to be a church of your type waiting for you. 
But there is also an increasing number of churches that have been 
affected by the modern spirit, that are more concerned that their 
pastor shall be awake to the issues of the day, familiar with 
the trend of present-day thought, and able to show wherein it is 
reasonable and consistent with Christianity, wherein it is in error 
and the church right, than that he shall hold to the creed of the 
past. If you should prove to be a man of this type, especially if 
holding what are called modern views, you have a strong, helpful 
gospel message to the men of your own day, then you will belong 
to the class of ministers for whom there is today a steadily increasing 
demand. 

3. Do not fail to complete your college course, and do not plan 
to go into the ministry immediately from college without taking a 
theological course. You did wisely to go to college instead of under- 
taking theological study without a college course. If you are a man 
of ability, you cannot afford not to add to your college course a theolog- 
ical course also. The problems that face the ministry of tomorrow 
demand men of trained intellects and richly stored minds. What 
is needed today is not men with no theological training, but men who 
have had from three to five years of theological study in the best 
schools. Scores of men who went out into the ministry after three 
years in the theological school are coming back to the school for a 
fourth or a fifth year. If you absolutely cannot go to a theological 
school immediately upon leaving college, go into the ministry and take 
up theological study in correspondence courses; but save your money 
to go to a theological school at the earliest moment possible. 

4. Do not marry while you are in college, and don't plan to marry 
between the college and the seminary course. The minister, as a 
rule, should be a married man. But for the theological student a 
wife is, as a rule, a luxury that he cannot afford, and the life which 
the wife of a student in college or professional school lives is too 
often one of hardship beyond that which any man ought to impose 
upon his wife. 
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5. If you are already married, or if you are in honor bound to 
marry, choose a school where your wife also can have educational 
advantages. Then take plenty of time — ten years if need be — to 
complete your seminary course, carrying on some income-earning 
occupation parallel to your study; and see to it that your wife is 
not starved physically or intellectually. Let her grow with you, 
even if you have to grow only half as fast as you might otherwise do. 
It will pay richly in the end. 

6. Do not try to narrow your college course to those subjects 
which seem to you to lead directly to the theological studies. Extreme 
specialization in theological studies is extremely unwise. Study 
English literature, and practice diligently the art of expression in 
writing and with the voice. Study biological science, that you may 
know the point of view of that branch of learning which above all 
others has given character to the intellectual life of today. Study his- 
tory and the social sciences, that you may know the world in which 
you are to live and do your work. Study Latin and Greek and French 
and German, that the literatures of the world may be open to you. 
But, if you must choose, better leave your Greek to be learned in the 
Seminary than graduate from college without a knowledge of biolog- 
ical science and contemporary life. It may do for the lawyer to know 
only law, and for the physician to know only medicine. But the 
ministry is too broad a specialty to permit him who is entering it 
to do so prepared only by a narrowly specialized course of study. 

7. But, if possible, do some work in college that has direct rela- 
tion to your future work in the ministry. If you can get first-rate 
biblical courses in college, avail yourself of them; but leave systematic 
theology for the seminary. If you can afford it, spend a part of your 
last two college vacations at a theological school that holds a summer 
session, or at a good summer school. If it is practicable, do one- 
third of your work in the last two years of your college course in bibli- 
cal and theological subjects, and then in the last two years of theology 
pay your debt to the general-culture courses by doing one-third of 
your work in non-theological subjects. Such an arrangement will 
protect you against the danger of loss of interest in those subjects 
in which, after all, your chief interest lies, and will enable you to 
get more benefit from your non-theological courses, because of a 
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perception of their relation to your theological studies. If none of 
these arrangements is possible, undertake a course of reading in bibli- 
cal subjects during your college vacations, seeking the guidance of 
some wise adviser. 

8. Do not write to half a dozen seminary presidents to ask them 
how much they will give you to come to their respective schools. 
Seminary presidents are only human after all; they might suspect 
that you were unduly concerned about the loaves and fishes, and be 
tempted to say harsh things to you. For they know, and you know, 
that there is no need of mercenary men in the ministry today, and no 
place for men who want things made easy for them. If you want 
to go to a seminary, find out what school can give you the best train- 
ing for the ministry; and when you have decided that question, find 
out from that school what the necessary expenses are, and then con- 
sider whether you are able to meet those expenses. Don't begin 
your preparation for the ministry by putting it on a money basis. 

9. Sit down face to face with yourself and decide what sort of a 
man you really are. If you are a coward, or a weakling; if you are 
looking for somebody to carry your burdens for you, or to do your 
thinking for you; if you are wondering how you can make the world 
pay you the living it owes you, there is no room for you in the 
ministry; give it up. But if you love truth, and are willing to dig 
for it as for hid treasure; if you love your fellow-men, and are 
willing to suffer that you may serve them; if you believe in God, 
and are willing to trust your life to him; if, besides all this, you 
have a well-assured conviction that you will be doing God's will for 
you if you enter the ministry, then do not let any fear of what the 
future has in store for religion, or of the hardships that lie along the 
path of preparation for the ministry or service in it, deter you from 
fitting yourself as adequately as possible for the splendid oppor- 
tunities that await a true man in the Christian ministry. 



